
© Capt. Gregory C. Daley, 2010 
info@CaptainGreg.net 

http://www.CaptainGreg.net 

These photos have been resized and touched up from their original images.  The original images are 4416 pixels by 3312 
pixels.  If you would like a copy for your personal use, please email me and I will email the original image to you at no charge.  
If you wish to purchase an image for commercial use, the charge is $100 US per image.  Contact me at   info@CaptainGreg.net. 

 

 

 
Master, Gubert Tide 

 

Capt. Daley’s Sea Stories 
ASD – Armed Security Detail 

Pemba, Moçambique, Africa 
5 February 2010  

Belford Dolphin Drillship 
 

I never would have guessed that I would ever be in command of an 
Armed Security Detail on a Work Vessel in Moçambique, but here I 
am.  These photos are from a drill for the marines only.  Usually our 
drills are integrated, but the security consultants wanted to walk the 
Marines through first. 
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IMG_4174.JPG   (above) 

 

At the sound of the alarm, the Marines come up from their state room to the bridge.  Along the way they are issued their 
helmet, ammunition and bullet proof vest.  Once suited up they are issued their weapon and off they go to fight the pirates. 
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Here is one of our marines putting on his helmet coming up to the bridge. 
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The AK-47 ammunition goes in clips which fit in a bag which loads over his head and is worn in front of his chest. 
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Finally, he is issued his weapon. 
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With weapon in hand he goes out to defend us from attacking pirates.  This is the drill, hopefully it never happens for real. 
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The security consultants have never seen the Marines fire a weapon.  Nor have they seen these particular weapons operate.  
I’ve requested a shooting practice off the stern.  We’ll see if the powers that be concur with the recommendation.  There are 
so many unknowns and so much at stake – my life and the life of my crew.  Seems like a good reason for a practice to me! 
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I call this one “Gubert Tide Attacks the Belford Dolphin”. 

OK this is a little bit of humor.  We are miles from the rig and the guns are not loaded.  But it is a “cute” picture.  The security 
consultants perform a safety check on the weapons before they are issued.  They don’t load their weapons till instructed. 
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This is our RPD, a machine gun that uses belt fed ammunition.  I hope he raises his gun up before firing.  (Another small bit of 
humor.) 
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I love the shades.   
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Here are our Marines, posing for a photo. 
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Here is another posed shot of my Armed Security Detail. 
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This photo really says it all.  No need for words! 
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Maputo, Moçambique   (from Wikipedia) 

 

 Maputo, formerly Lourenço Marques, is the capital and largest city of Moçambique.  A port on the Indian Ocean, its economy 
is centered on the harbour.  It has an official population of approximately 1,244,227, but the actual population is estimated to 
be much higher because of slums and other unofficial settlements.  Coal, cotton, sugar, chromite, sisal, copra, and hardwood 
are the chief exports.  The city manufactures cement, pottery, furniture, shoes, and rubber.  There is also a large aluminum 
smelting plant, Mozal.   The city is surrounded by Maputo Province, but is administered as its own province.   
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Reported Pirate Activity, week ending 30 Dec 09,  US Naval Intelligence (ONI),   http://www.nga.mil/portal/site/maritime 

 

  A.  Sailing vessel robbed 26 Dec 09, Cartagena, Colombia. 

  B.  Catamaran (FRITZ THE CAT) robbed 11 Dec 09, Cartagena, Colombia. 

  C.  Sailing vessel (MARANO) reported suspicious approach 5 Dec 09, approximately 400NM  southwest of the Canary Islands. 

  D.  Tanker robbed 29 Dec 09, Lagos anchorage, Nigeria. 

  E.  Bulk carrier fired upon 29 Dec 09, Lagos anchorage, Nigeria. 

  F.  General cargo ship fired upon, robbed 28 Dec 09, Lagos anchorage, Nigeria. 

  G.  Supply vessel fired upon 19 Dec 09, Ubit oil field, Nigeria. 

(continued on next page)  
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  H.  Fishermen attacked, robbed 10 Dec 09, Beregede village along the Bonny River, Nigeria. 

 I.  Tanker (ST JAMES PARK) hijacked 28 Dec 09, approximately 97NM southwest of Al   Mukalla, Yemen. 

  J.  Fishing dhow reportedly hijacked 18 Dec 09, Gulf of Aden. 

  K.  Vessel fired upon 30 Dec 09, approximately 500NM east of Socotra Island. 

  L.  Bulk carrier (NAVIOS APOLLON) hijacked 28 Dec 09, approximately 268NM northeast of   Port Victoria, Seychelles. 

  M.  Container ship reported suspicious approach 27 Dec 09, approximately 660NM northeast of   Eyl, Somalia. 

  N.  Tanker reported suspicious approach 21 Dec 09, approximately 400NM southwest of   Mumbai, India. 

  O.  General cargo ship (SANTA SURIA) robbed 25 Dec 09, Chittagong port anchorage B,   Bangladesh. 

  P.  Tanker (GULF CORAL) reported attempted boarding 28 Dec 09, Singapore Strait. 
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