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Master, Gubert Tide 

 

Capt. Daley’s Sea Stories 
Desoto & the Dolphin 

Pemba, Moçambique, Africa 
10 January 2010  

Belford Dolphin Drillship 
 

We were asked to standby close while the Desoto Tide came 
alongside the Belford Dolphin to transfer personnel for us.  This 
afforded us some unique views of the ships for photos.  
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IMG_3388.JPG   (above) 

 

The horsepower of this vessel is 6 men.  Notice the wakes of water where the paddles pushed against the water.  This will give 
you a sense of the speed this vessel is making.  She is moving pretty fast for 6 men with primitive paddles.       
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Here is the port at low tide during a downpour.  We encounter amazingly few downpours like this one. 
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During this same downpour, rain ran into the Halliburton mixer.  There has been a problem with the barite being moist as you 
will see a few photos later.  Here is one of the causes.  Putting together and operating a temporary dry bulk plant, such as this 
one, in a country as foreign as Moçambique is no simple matter. 
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This is how Pemba Bay is seen from the aft console operator’s chair. 
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The FSV-175, Vicky Tide, is docked alongside the GPA 670, Gubert Tide, at the dock in Pemba, Moçambique.  You can see 
another view of Halliburton’s temporary dry bulk plant at the end of the dock. 
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The FSV-175, Vicky Tide, has just returned from Capetown with a deck full of cargo.  She was able to spend a few days over 
Christmas at the dock in Capetown.  As much fun as they had, the passage around the south tip of Africa in a FSV 175 is a high 
price to pay.  It is a very uncomfortable ride.  Note the RIB’s on the stern.  (RIB’s = Rigid Inflatable Boats)  It is rumored that 
there will be a larger mother ship to house these three boats to protect the drillship which will move the marines and security 
consultants off the Belford Dolphin.  Then the Extractor and the Penetrator will escort us, moving our marines off our boats on 
to them.  This makes no sense to me for a variety of reasons.  The two boats are slower than we are and they are fiberglass 
boats.  We want our marines aboard our boat in the event of an attack.  An armed vessel has never been hijacked. 
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The GPA 670, Desoto Tide, is on full DP beginning its repositioning to go alongside the drillship Belford Dolphin.  We are 
transferring personnel back and forth using the personnel basket on the drillship, so both vessels are operating close to each 
other and the drillship. 
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The ASD (Armed Security Detail) aboard the Desoto Tide is having a good time watching all of these oilfield operations for the 
first time in their life.  For most of them, it is the first time they have been aboard a ship. 
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The Desoto Tide begins moving in alongside the drillship Belford Dolphin.   
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Knowing just how big the Desoto Tide is makes you realize the sheer enormity of the Belford Dolphin.   
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Here is the bridge of the Belford Dolphin complete with heli-deck.  I have not been aboard, but would love a tour of the bridge 
and the DP system.   
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The Desoto Tide is in place alongside the Belford Dolphin ready to commence work. 
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We load barite as a powder.  Since it is a fine powder we can actually pump it through relatively long hoses.  When it cakes up 
like this it won’t pump correctly.  Remember the open Halliburton mixer on the dock in a previous photo?  It made mud cakes 
out of the barite in our lines instead of pumping dry barite powder to our tanks.  What a mess! 
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What a mess, indeed!  It took many hours to disassemble and clean all the lines to the mud tanks.  Amazingly, once cleaned, 
the barite in the tank was relatively dry and pumped ok. 
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And here is yet another beautiful sunset over the Belford Dolphin. 
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